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Financial Know-How is on Display at 
Finance Fair
The Academy of Finance hosted a Finance Fair in January that showcased students’ 
understanding of financial concepts that have been presented in their principles of finance class. 
The fair was an informative and interesting evening. 
Students sporting professional dress shared the knowledge they gained through the program and 
their personal research with members of the Academy board, parents, staff and students. 
Topics included preparing for retirement, being a savvy shopper, ways to budget and save, 
insurance and financial literacy. “The Academy of Finance Advisory Board and the community 
gave kudos to our students for a job well done,” said Eileen Cartonia, business teacher and AOF 
director.

“Love of Literacy” Event in March 
to Showcase Student’s Work
Last year over 400 parents and students came to the district-wide literacy event to see how 
literacy encompasses all subjects in Depew classrooms. Organizers hope attendance at this 
year’s event on March 19 from 6-8 p.m. will bring even more parents to see samples of 
student work and much more.
This year’s Love of Literacy event, held at the high school, will showcase prekindergarten 
to high school student work and celebrate the success of teachers and students as the district 
works together to meet the increased demands of the Common Core Learning Standards in 
all subject areas.
“Throughout the year Depew students have been reading a variety of content-rich literature, 
analyzing texts and writing in a variety of styles and genres,” said Susan Frey, assistant 
superintendent. 
Special activities that combine fun with reading have been planned throughout the year.  
As an example, Cayuga Elementary held a “drop everything and read” event in January. 
When the signal was sounded, teachers and students stopped what they were doing and 
picked up a book to read. Another special event at Cayuga is its school-wide goal to read 
30,000 books before June. continued on page 5

Eighth-Grader Wins 
Middle School 
Spelling Bee 

Depew Middle School held its annual 
spelling bee in early January. Thirty finalists 
competed in the event. The champion was 
eighth-grader Samantha Maroshick who 
correctly spelled rosacea. The runner-up 
was sixth-grader Tarek Karzoun. This is 
Samantha’s second consecutive win as she 
earned first place last year as a seventh-
grader. She will advance to take the county 
written test which is a qualifier for the 
Western New York oral finals in March. 
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2015 Alumni 
Wall of Fame 
Nominations 
Open

Nominations have opened for the fourth 
annual Depew Schools Alumni Wall of 
Fame program. 
Over the past three years, 64 alumni have 
been recognized for their contributions to 
the community through their hard work, 
talents and leadership. 
Nominees must be a graduate of Depew 
High School at least 15 years and can be 
nominated in the following categories: 
• Decade
• Athletics
• Scholar
• Community Service
• The Arts
• Friend of the Alumni
Nomination forms, due April 2, are online 
at www.depewschools.org. 
Nominee application forms are reviewed by 
a district committee for possible induction. 
Individuals who are selected have their 
name engraved on a glass plaque displayed 
in the high school cafeteria. Pictured is the 
plaque unveiling at last year’s induction 
ceremony.

DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Superintendent
The Depew Union Free School District has begun the initial  
stages of the budget development process for the 2015 - 2016 
school year. As I am sure you are aware, these continue to 
be uncertain times. Therefore, our goal will be to continue to 
provide the School-Community with the necessary information 
to understand the constraints the District faces when developing 
a budget. Our strategy always begins with studying trends for our 
District and holding discussions with our community, so residents 
can make an informed decision on Tuesday, May 19, 2015.  
You can stay updated on the process, through the District’s 
website: www.depewschools.org as the budget presentations will 
be posted online. 
As we begin the early stages of the process, we will be reviewing the effects of two 
key pieces to the puzzle; First, and most concerning, is the continuation of the Tax Cap 
legislation. This law limits the District’s ability to raise the tax levy to approximately 2% 
or the consumer price index (CPI), whichever is less, plus allowable exemptions. This year, 
CPI is projected to only be 1.62%, thus the limit will be lower than the first three years 
of this law and thus significantly reduce our ability to raise revenue locally. Although the 
concept of a property tax limit is understandable and perhaps needed, it was done by the 
NYS legislature, while not providing any mandate relief to the school districts.
Next, the state aid picture is uncertain once again, which is the next largest funding stream. 
Over the past several years, aid has been held flat and even pulled back to 2007 funding 
levels. Furthermore, the state has placed a spending cap on aid for education, which is 
based on personal income growth. The right to a public education is constitutionally based 
in NYS. By limiting districts’ ability to raise revenue and at the same time reduce funding 
support, the state is defunding schools and setting school districts up to diminish the sound 
basic education our children deserve and will eventually force insolvency for all schools.
As in years past, Depew is taking proactive approaches in addressing these budgeting 
calamities. We are beginning the process of designing a budget plan early, forecasting 
the district’s long term financial position and continuing to utilize the Superintendent’s 
Advisory Council, which is made up of key communicators within the school community. 
This group will continue to advise the superintendent on the key budgeting issues within the 
school community.
As you can clearly see, it will once again be a difficult budget planning process, but it is 
important to note that it is our continued commitment that the proposed budget will balance 
the needs of both the taxpayers and our children.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. 
Superintendent

Pick Up a Pen to Help Our Students! 
We need your help! You can assist in advocating for equitable funding from New York  
State by writing to the Governor. I would encourage you to visit our District Website:  
www.depewschools.org and the budget advocacy page, in order to download and sign the 
sample letter to the Governor we have provided. The more letters the Governor receives, 
the more of an impact we could have.
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Assistant Superintendent

It’s All About Mindset
Many of the teachers and administrators in our District have recently 
participated in a book study, reading “Mindset” by author Carol 
Dweck. The theme of the book is captured in the story below:
As the man was passing the elephants, he suddenly stopped, 
confused by the fact that these huge creatures were being held 
by only a rope tied to their legs. It was obvious that the elephants 
could, at any time, break away from the ropes they were tied to but 
for some reason, they did not. He saw a trainer nearby and asked 
why these beautiful, magnificent animals just stood there and 
made no attempt to get away.
“Well,” the trainer said, “when they are very young and much smaller we use the same 
size rope to tie them and at that age, it’s enough to hold them. As they grow up, they are 
conditioned to believe they cannot break away. They believe the rope can still hold them,  
so they never try to break free.” 
He was amazed. These animals could at any time break free from their bonds but because 
they believed they couldn’t, they were stuck right where they were. The powerful and 
gigantic creature has limited its present abilities by the limitations of its past. The rope had 
become an invisible barrier in their minds. 
Like the elephants, how many of us go through life holding onto a belief that we cannot do 
something, simply because we failed at it once before? How many of us refuse to attempt 
something new and challenging because of our so-called MINDSET?
A growth mindset is based on the belief that within you are the seeds to cultivate success 
through your efforts.
That you can adapt.
That you can overcome.
That you can create your future. 
As we begin the new year and the new semester at school, please join us in our efforts to 
help all students develop a growth mindset, where they view obstacles as stepping stones 
and not stumbling blocks. Our hope is students understand that while an attempt may fail, 
they should never fail to make an attempt. 
Let’s all work together, helping our students to be different than the elephant and not accept 
the false boundaries and limitations created by the past. Let us deliberately praise effort and 
believe in the potential of all. The end results will be amazing. 
Sincerely,
Susan B. Frey 
Assistant Superintendent

Workshops 
Help DHS and 
ECC Build 
College, Career 
Partnership

Depew High School faculty who offer 
college credit bearing courses through 
SUNY’s Erie Community College 
participated in November in the annual 
professional development course review 
day offered by ECC’s advanced studies 
and articulation department. 
An engaging day of workshops 
provided ongoing collegial interaction 
addressing course content, course 
delivery, assessment and evaluation. 
The credit earned by Depew students 
is transferrable to any SUNY school 
and most other private colleges and 
universities. 
An awards luncheon recognized the 
following Depew teachers; Shelly Seymour, 
Paul Parrinello, Mary Ellen Gianturco, 
Eileen Cartonia, Kevin Grzybek and 
David Maroshick. Pictured are Seymour, 
Parrinello, Gianturco, Cartonia and 
Deborah Schmitt of ECC.All County Musicians

Depew High School musicians who had outstanding 
auditions in January have been accepted to perform in 
this year’s ECMEA All-County Music Festival concert 
at UB on March 21. Seated are Katelynn Frawley 
(trumpet), Sara Snyder (bass clarinet), Sara Keller 
(clarinet). Standing are chorus members: Audrey Kyle, 
Emily Bassett, Jakob Grant, Michaela DiGiacomo, 
Elizabeth Sieracki and Rita Westgate.



4

English Classes See Play
In November, students in English 11 honors and 
AP English attended a field trip to the Lancaster 
Opera House to see a matinee performance of the 
Tennessee Williams’ classic “The Glass Menagerie”. 
Students enjoyed both the play and the talk-back 
with the actors and director that followed.

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Students Compete in Junior 
Achievement Stock Market 
Challenge
Depew’s Academy of 
Finance students had the 
unique opportunity in 
December to experience 
the thrill of the trading floor 
at Junior Achievement’s 
sixth annual Stock Market 
Challenge.
Sponsored by M&T Bank, 
this computer-simulated 
stock market event took 
place at the Buffalo Niagara 
Convention Center.
Over 350 students from across WNY competed with a starting portfolio of $500,000. 
Students had “60 days” to buy and sell stocks in order to increase their portfolio as much 
as possible. With the clock ticking and prices changing every minute, listening to the news 
releases, watching the ticker, consulting with their teammates, and running to the floor trader 
to make their trades, students were feeling the pressure!
 Although not the recipients of the coveted Bull Trophy, Depew students loved the real-life, 
fast paced event. They were able to experience all of the rush with none of the risk and 
really understand the highs and lows of the stock market!
A special thank you to Bob Matuszak from AXA Advisors for working with the Academy 
students prior to the event, practicing their trades and teaching them important facts about 
investments and the stock market. 

March 19th 
Program Aims 
to Help Students 
Choose a Career
The high school counseling department 
will host two programs on Thursday, 
March 19, intended to help students 
make informed occupational decisions 
upon graduation from high school. 
Alternatives to College Fair -  
6:30-7p.m. 

Students and their parents will have the 
opportunity to speak with representatives 
of occupations and training settings for 
occupations, which require less than 
four years of college. Examples of 
those who will be represented include 
Erie Community College, Job Corps, 
the construction trades, Erie 1 BOCES 
Adult Education Programs, East Coast 
Ink Tattoo School, the U.S. Military and 
many more.
College Information Night -  
7:10-8:30p.m.

Representatives from four area colleges 
will be present to discuss topics 
important to college-bound students and 
their parents. Topics to be discussed are 
what colleges look for in an applicant, 
how to obtain financial aid for college 
and what high school courses best 
prepare a student for success in college. 
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Talent Show
The high school talent show finally took place in 
January after being postponed twice for weather. 
Pictured are narrators Emily Basset, Diana 
Diehl and Steve Fusani who kept the audience 
laughing. Augustine Arricale on drums and 
singer Shannon O’Rawe perform.

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Depew High School Students Using 
College on Track
College on Track is a web-based education planning system to help students build digital 
literacy and prepare for college and careers. It provides tools that let teachers and counselors 
do more with less effort.
College on Track was designed by a team of educators and technologists. They envisioned 
a new approach to enhance education - something as simple and appealing as modern 
smartphones that could help teachers, counselors, and students, with:
• Learning Plans that support Common Core oriented, project-based learning
• Flipped Classrooms, using video lessons that provide rich learning experiences
• Student Assessments that help educators best reach and counsel their students
• Digital Portfolios that showcase students’ abilities in athletics, the arts, and other areas
• College Planning tools for research, deadline management, and transcript handling
• Community Building tools that help counselors, teachers, and parents support their 

students, and help students collaborate in teams
The high school counselors started using the Student Assessment module which includes 
three assessments: Learning Styles, Do What You Are and Multiple Intelligences. 
The freshmen took the Learning Styles Inventory which provided key insights to them on 
how they learn best and advice on how to use their results to increase their achievement. 
The Academy Of Finance sophomores took all three assessments. Do What You Are reveals 
where students are most likely to succeed with evaluations of personality, natural strengths 
and blind spots. Students were able to match their personalities to career fields where they 
are likely to succeed. The Multiple Intelligences focuses on nine intelligences represented 
by different areas of the brain. It identifies strategies that use a student’s strongest 
intelligence to boost intelligences with low scores.
Next year counselors hope to begin using some more of the other modules.

Love of Literacy 
continued from page 1 

“The CDEP committee, which planned 
the literacy event, wanted to share with 
parents and the community how hard 
students have worked and the level of 
knowledge they have acquired through 
their extensive literacy work,” said  
Mrs. Frey.
At the literacy event in March, 
elementary parents will get to see 
examples of work their children have 
been required to complete. Tables with 
storyboards will showcase elementary 
reading work. Booklists will also be 
available for elementary parents. Each 
grade level department will display 
information.
Middle school parents will get a good 
idea of what goes on in classrooms 
through storyboards, character sketches, 
displays of how a student’s work 
progresses to a final version. Students 
will present projects they have been 
involved in.
High school students will read poetry 
and act out famous scenes from plays. 
The technology department will have a 
session on reading technical manuals and 
how to program a computer. Tours of 
the art rooms will be given and business 
students in the Academy of Finance will 
conduct mock interviews.
The large gym will be divided with 
one section for each building. Students 
from various grade levels will share 
and discuss book reviews and explain 
the book study boards they created. 
Parents and students can play a passport 
scavenger hunt game to visit various 
stations and have a chance for a prize. 
Refreshments will be available, as well as 
a book giveaway to all families attending.
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DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Students Get Involved in 
Language Club Activities 
French Club Fundraiser

Depew High School 
French club members 
held a book fair at the 
Barnes & Noble in 
Clarence in December. 
During this successful 
fundraiser, students 
performed a skit in 
French, read to children 
who were visiting the 

store, wrapped gifts and greeted store patrons. Barnes & Noble 
donated a percentage of the week’s proceeds to the club. The French 
Club hopes to use the funds for events in May when students from 
Dijon, France visit Depew High School. 

Fort Niagara French Field Trip

Depew High School French 3 students enjoyed their annual field 
trip to Fort Niagara in Youngstown. Students participated in the 
interactive exhibit, The French on the Niagara, where they were able 
to learn about eighteenth century life for French soldiers at the fort.

3 Kings Day
DHS French and Spanish club 
members held a cultural celebration 
of 3 Kings Day after school in the 
cafeteria in early January. Everyone 
enjoyed cakes and following the 
European tradition, two lucky 
winners found the fève hidden in 
their cake! DHS senior Emily Law 
is pictured here with the authentic 
Galette des Rois that she graciously 
prepared for her French 5 class.

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
Middle School French 
Students Celebrate Traditions 
Seventh- and eighth-grade 
students in Mrs. Harshany’s 
and Ms. Proctor’s French 
classes celebrated National 
French week with a treat 
of chocolate fondue and a 
field trip to a see the Buffalo 
Sabres play the Montréal 
Canadiens. The students 
were on the jumbotron 
and the game ended in an 
exciting shoot-out. 
In December, the Depew 
Middle School seventh- and 
eighth-grade French classes 
and the foreign language 
club celebrated Christmas 
in the French way. The 
students had the opportunity 
to make decorations, learn 
about traditions and listen to 
carols. The most memorable 
part of the celebration 
was the Bûche de Noël; 
Christmas cakes in the shape of a Yule log. Students could choose 
either chocolate cake with a chocolate chip mousse filling or vanilla 
cake with a raspberry mousse filling. The cakes were made by 
Muscoreil’s Fine Desserts in Wheatfield.
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Sixth Grade Annual Dig Brings 
Archaeology Alive

Before the ground was covered in snow, 
the sixth-grade team of Mrs. Cobb and 
Mrs. DeMarco brought their learning of 
archaeology to the great outdoors. After 
studying the ways of prehistoric people 
in the classroom, they used the everyday 
tools and methods of professional and 
amateur archaeologists working in the 
field. 
To open their minds to the thrill of an 
artifact hunt, the children - who studied 
ancient civilizations in class - uncovered 
artifacts planted by their social 
studies teacher in an authentic model of an excavation site. Parent volunteers assisted the 
archaeology students in their endeavor.

A Red Ribbon 
Celebration at DMS

The middle school’s Red Ribbon 
program last fall offered a poetry contest 
for the theme “Love Yourself: Be Drug 
Free.” Students submitted poems that 
expressed how they would lead a drug 
free lifestyle. The counseling center was 
very impressed to have received such 
a wide variety of entries from all grade 
levels. Winners included Maria Hehr, 
Zoe Kaminski, Eliana Addesa and  
Moriel Addessa.
Speakers from Renaissance House’s 
“Face-2-Face” program shared 
personal stories about drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation with our students. Mr. 
Karvell returned to present his sixth-
grade performance entitled “There is 
No Magic in Drugs.” Students greatly 
enjoyed this genuine presentation which 
additionally included some engaging and 
relevant magic tricks. A huge “thank-
you” goes out to Mr. Karvell for sharing 
with us his valuable life lessons as well 
as Mr. Peter Reister from the Buddy 
Knaus Amvets Post #14 which continues 
to sponsor this event. 
Finally, many students created drug-free 
posters, wore red, and signed drug free 
pledges to show their support of Red 
Ribbon Week. We want to make mention 
that our local Wegmans, Target, and 
Panera Bread companies again made 
generous donations which supported our 
effort to encourage kids to make positive 
choices and lead healthy lives. 

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
DMS Students Attend the Champions 
for CHANGE Conference
Several Depew Middle School 
students were selected to attend the 
Character Council of Western New 
York’s annual leadership conference 
at Michael’s Banquet Facility in 
Hamburg. The conference theme was 
“Respect For All” and its purpose was 
to assist young leaders in character-
excellence development.
Jack Piatkowski, eighth-grade class 
president, said, “The conference 
was fun, and I enjoyed it very much. 
When you see professionals present, 
it makes you really think deeper 
about the messages they are conveying. I would recommend it to other students because it 
promoted good character and leadership qualities.”
Elizabeth Maroshick, eighth-grade student council president, said, “This was an amazing 
conference where I learned more about being a leader in school. It will help me to better 
serve my peers.”
Zoe Kaminski, eighth-grade student council secretary, said, “I appreciated being able 
to attend this event. It was a fantastic opportunity to help me, inspire my peers, to show 
respect toward each other and also toward our school.” 
Mrs. Yelich and Mrs. Westfield organized and accompanied the students. Several well-
known professional presenters spoke about how important the character trait of respect is 
within any community and how student leaders need to embody it and teach it to others as 
well.

Pictured (l to r); Jack Piatkowski, Stephen Kaus,  
Mitchell Vannelli, Elizabeth Maroshick, Zoe Kaminski,  
Hollie Lageman, Dan Gronowski and Jersey Phillips.

continued on page 8
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Zoo Program Covers 
Climate, Polar Bears 
Sixth-grade students from Ms. Cobb’s and 
Mrs. DeMarco’s science team were treated 
to a presentation in January from Tiffany 
Vanderwerf, the Buffalo Zoo’s curator of 
education. Students learned about factors that 
have caused our climate to change and, in 
particular, how increased temperatures have affected the polar 
bear species. Ms. Vanderwerf was part of a research team that 
extensively studied polar bear populations in their natural habitats 
in Canada.

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
Student Council Holiday 
Food Drive Helps Others 
The Depew Middle School student council holiday food drive 
helped feed those in need by collecting 12 boxes of food, weighing 
in at nearly 1,000 pounds. The Eagles Club of Depew, Aerie 2692, 
holds its own food drive to add to the student council’s efforts.  
The members of the Eagles Club took the donations and made 
baskets of food and gift cards for 12 local families. Student council, 
along with Eagles Club liaison, Ted Gorney, organizes the effort 
each year. Additionally, the Eagles Club donated $150 to student 
council as thanks for the efforts of the staff and students on the 
annual food drive.
Pictured are Eagles Club of Depew members; student council 
homeroom representatives Juliana LaBruna, Sarah Rolling and 
Marcianna Cardona; class officers: Elizabeth Maroshick,  
president; Zoe Kaminski, secretary; Hollie Lageman, treasurer; 
Mitchell Vannelli, vice president; Dawn Thurnherr, co-advisor.

Archaeology 
continued from page 7 

The students extended the meaning of their discoveries by 
sketching four-view pictures and writing full descriptions. As a 
wrap-up of their immersion experience, the students then took a 
mental trip back in time creating colorful scenes of early people 
shaping or making use of the imagined original objects as used in 
prehistoric times before its burial. The classes had many portfolio 
pieces as a result of the 
project, including artifact 
recording documents, 
Neanderthal and Cro-
Magnon artwork, 3D 
models of the ancient 
village Skara Brae, and 
essays based on their 
research of Ootzi, the Ice 
Man mummy.
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CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Famous Author Visits Cayuga Heights
Children’s author and illustrator Matthew 
McElligott spent the day at Cayuga Heights 
Elementary School on Tuesday, Jan. 6 to 
present three sessions to students. The author, 
whose books feature funny monsters and 
aliens, discussed his books and demonstrated 
his hand and computer illustration techniques.
Each grade level at Cayuga chose one of 
McElligott’s books and during December did 
an activity based on the book. For example, first-graders created new snacks for aliens based 
on the book “Even Aliens Need Snacks”.
McElligott’s website provides projects and lesson plans for teachers, as well as descriptions 
of how he drew the pictures for his books. He attended Alfred University, then went to 
University at Buffalo for graduate school, according to his website. 
“It is important to bring authors to visit students to help them appreciate the literature they 
read. It is nice for them to see a celebrity and learn about the writing process to help with 
their writing, creativity, and even wanting to read more,” said Cayuga Heights Librarian 
Tonya Bulas, who worked with Monkey See, Monkey Do Bookstore in Clarence to bring 
McElligott to the school.
For kindergarten and first-graders, his presentation was based on the book, “Even Aliens 
Need Snacks.” 
During the session for second- and third-graders, he spoke about “Backbeard: Pirate 
for Hire.” His presentation for fourth- and fifth-graders was about his book, “Benjamin 
Franklinstein LIVES!”

Buffalo Bandits Visit Cayuga Heights
Three Buffalo Bandit lacrosse players and the team mascot RAX visited Cayuga Heights 
Elementary school in December to share stories, demonstrate the sport of lacrosse and give 
some surprise gifts to students.
Mark Steenhuis, Ryan Benesch and Dhane Smith spoke to students about how they should 
display good character traits every day. They also addressed bullying in school.
They discussed the sport of lacrosse with students and demonstrated their stick skills. At 
the conclusion of their presentation, they gave away several prizes and a few lucky students 
won a lacrosse stick.
Pictured are Bandits’ mascot RAX, Smith, Second Grade Teacher Lisa Hyman with her 
student Matthew Thorne, Steenhuis and Benesch.

Geography 
Bee Tests 
Fifth-Graders’ 
Knowledge
Cayuga Heights Elementary held its third 
annual fifth-grade National Geographic 
geography bee in January. A preliminary 
test was given to all the fifth-grade 
students with the top scoring students 
moving on to the competition. This 
year’s contestants were Amber Allen, 
Brooke Canetti, Anthony Fazio, Jason 
Glinski, Dylan Gurnari, Nicholas Karnyski, 
Nicholas Knight, Jenna Kuhlmey, Ronald 
Mentecky, Caleb Nichol, and Haylie 
Petyk. The students competed in all 
areas of geography including U.S. and 
world geography, U.S. cities and their 
professional teams, world comparisons, 
Weird but True fascinating world facts, 
and National Geographic wild animal atlas. 
Earning first place was Jason Glinski and 
earning second place was Dylan Gurnari. 
Jason will continue on to try to qualify 
for the New York State tournament.
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CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Information Sessions for Parents Aimed to Head  
off Math Homework Meltdowns

Leader in Me Program Gives Responsibilities to Students
In the fifth-grade classroom of Patrick Uhteg, students are taking an active role leading several activities throughout the day. Before class 
even begins in the morning, two students who are the breakfast leaders head down to the second grade wing to help younger students 
pick out items from the breakfast cart. Back in the classroom, another student who is the lunch count leader reads the daily menu, tallies 
who wants what and writes down the orders for the cafeteria. 
During the day, other students step into leadership roles. The spelling/writing leaders create spelling review activities for their classmates 
and lead the review at the front of the class.
These leadership roles were developed in Uhteg’s class as part of the Leader in Me program at Cayuga Heights Elementary School.  
The program’s guiding principles are called the seven habits and it gives the entire school a common language about student 
responsibility, problem solving and character. Students will hear about the seven habits in class, on the morning announcements and 
throughout their day.

Jacob Goss assisted a second-grader in the 
breakfast line.

Samantha Arnone was an Inspiration Leader and 
displays some of the motivational posters she 
created.

Emma Hill and Lauren Arena created spelling 
activities for the class as the Spelling Leaders.

Picture this scene: it is homework time at your house and your third-
grader asks for help with his math homework. As you try to explain 
the distributive property to him, he keeps telling you that’s not how 
his teacher taught it and you just don’t understand. Who is going to 
have a meltdown first; you or your child?
Aiming to stop frustration over homework, the teachers at Cayuga 
Heights Elementary held a “Mastering Math minus Meltdowns” 
program in January to help parents understand the math curriculum 
and know more of what’s expected of their child in the classroom. 
The aim was to help alleviate stress on both the parent and the 
student by providing parents with information, strategies and tips. 
“I was amazed by the parents, notebooks in hand, who showed 
up ready to learn,” said Marcia Andolina, a speech teacher in the 
district who co-organized the event with elementary school librarian 
Tonya Bulas. At the end of the evening, parents commented that 
they would like Mastering Math minus Meltdowns to be offered 
more often, especially at the beginning of the year, she said.
A parent, whose child does not attend school in Depew but was at 
Cayuga for basketball practice, commented that she would be taking 
the idea back to her district for consideration. 

“We wanted to provide parents with 
learning opportunities that focus on 
the new math curriculum,” said  
Mrs. Bulas.
“The idea of math in-services, directed 
at increasing parent familiarity with 
Common Core math expectations, 
originated as a result of discussion at a meeting of Cayuga’s 
Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO),” said Mrs. Andolina. Concerns 
voiced at the PTO meeting were subsequently communicated with 
the Cayuga Heights Shared Decision Making Committee which 
is a state-mandated committee made up of teachers, parents, and 
administrators. From there, the Mastering Math minus Meltdowns 
program was developed by Cayuga’s teachers, at all grade levels, 
both classroom and special area, who volunteered their time and 
expertise to make the event possible.
Sessions focused on kindergarten through fifth grade math topics of 
number bonds with manipulative tools, fractions, area, distributive 
property, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division strategies 
and math websites that parents and students could use at home. 
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Kindergarten Registration Information:
Call School to be Placed on List

Kindergarten registration for the 2015-2016 school year for Cayuga Heights Elementary School is scheduled to take place between  
9 a.m. and 2 p.m. on March 23-26, 2015. To be eligible for kindergarten, a child must be five years old on or before 
December 1, 2015.
Call Cayuga Heights Elementary School at 686-5003 today for more information and to PLACE YOUR 
CHILD ON THE REGISTRATION LIST.
On May 21, 2015, there will be an Orientation Program for those new kindergarten students 
registered for the 2015-16 school year. The program includes discussion of school 
procedures, a short familiarization bus ride, and a visit to the classrooms. 

Wildcat Alumni Pride
The Fall 2014 issue of Depew News included a feature of local teachers and music 
performers who graduated from DHS. The positive feedback included the contribution of 
names to be added to the list of music alumni who continue to make us proud. We thank 
these former students for all they have done, and in many cases (such as the persons listed 
here), continue to do for the music department of Depew.
• Ron Veiders, ‘94, graduated from SUNY at Buffalo with a degree in musicology. While  

at UB, he was founder of the men’s a cappella group, The Buffalo Chips. He canters 
for St. Joseph’s Cathedral and also founded the well-known a cappella group, The Lake 
Effect, which has performed in New York City, Washington D.C., Syracuse, and at 
numerous local events and venues including for our music students of DHS.

• Kevin Grzybek, ’97, a science teacher at DHS, has maintained his ties to the music 
department by performing with the jazz ensemble, serving as adviser to the marching 
band’s colorguard, working as stage manager for the annual musical productions and 
directing our high school talent shows.

• Rob Veiders, ‘01, has performed trumpet at Sacred Heart Academy, St. Mary’s High 
School, Lancaster High School, the Lancaster Opera House, SUNY Geneseo, and most 
recently at the Riviera Theater in “The Music Man.” Rob continues to perform annually  
in the pit orchestra of our DHS musicals.

Scholar Athlete 
Teams Fall 2014
In 1991, the New York State Public High 
School Athletic Association established 
the Scholar Athlete Awards Program to 
acknowledge the blend of the rigors of 
athletics and the demands of academics. 
To qualify for this award, a varsity team, 
using a designated number of members, 
must have an overall grade point average 
of 90% or above. Depew has had 
consistently high performance results.
Girls Golf; 96.441
Girls Tennis; 96.050
Girls Volleyball; 95.900
Girls Soccer; 95.026
Football; 94.670
Girls Swimming; 92.336
Girls Cross Country; 92.032
Boys Soccer; 91.127
Boys Golf; 91.393
Boys Volleyball; 90.020

Early Out Fridays Provides 
Time for Remediation, 
Academic Incentive
As a positive incentive to maintain and encourage high academic standards, the high 
school has scheduled Early Out Fridays four times throughout the year. Two dates remain 
for this school year: March 6 and May 22.
On these dates, the high school will run a shortened schedule leaving approximately 
90 minutes at the end of the day. During this time students in need of remediation and 
academic support from their teachers can get the help they need in order to bring their 
grades up to meet the academic standards of the course.
Students who are in good academic standing and have turned in all assignments as per 
their teachers’ expectations and who do not require remediation as of the Wednesday 
prior to the Early Out Friday, may choose to leave school early at 12:46 p.m. with 
permission from parents or they can stay at DHS and participate in a variety of 
enrichment and/or entertaining activities during the last 90 minutes of the day.
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“Cinderella” on Stage  
March 13, 14
The Depew High School Music 
Department will present one of the 
best loved fairy tales of all time, 
“Cinderella”, on March 13 and 
14. The enchanted edition 
of this Rodgers and 
Hammerstein 
musical will 
feature the talents 
and behind-the-
scenes efforts of 
well over 100 
Depew High 
School students.
Tickets for the 7:30 p.m. shows on Friday and Saturday are $10. 
The 2 p.m. Saturday matinee special offers a discounted price of 
$6 for senior citizens and children under 12, and $8 for all other 
tickets. There will be a 1 p.m. meet and greet session for children 
prior to the Saturday matinee performance. 
Tickets will go on sale Monday, March 2. Tickets can be 
purchased at the box office or ordered by phone at 686-5064. Box 
office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays only.
For information on how to become a program advertiser or patron, 
please call 686-5067 or contact DHSMusical@depew.wnyric.org.

Mark Your Calendar
Alumni Basketball Game, Feb. 28
Former basketball players from Depew Schools will relive their 
glory days with past teammates during the first annual alumni 
basketball fundraiser game Saturday, Feb. 28 from 1-4 p.m. 
in the high school gym. Please consider coming out to watch 
the games. The proceeds will support the Depew Union Free 
School basketball programs. On game day, old uniforms will be 
available for purchase and fans can cheer on a favorite former 
player for $1.

Upcoming Testing Dates
April 14-16 
Grades 3-8 NYS ELA testing
April 22-24  
Grades 3-8 NYS math testing
May 20-29  
Grades 4 & 8 NYS science testing
June 1  
Grades 4 & 8 NYS science written test
June 2  
Regents Exams & Common Core exams, ELA and geometry
June 16-24  
Regents and local exams


